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scarcity of capable seamen, for the merchant
trine was an admirable training-school. In those
'-off days the technique of seafaring and sea fight-
s' was comparatively simple. The merchant sea-
m could find his way about a frigate, for in rigging,
ndling, and navigation the ships were very much
ke. And the American seamen of 1812 were in
hting mood; they had been whetted by provoca-
>n to a keen edge for war. They understood the
waning of "Free Trade and Sailors' Rights," if
e landsmen did not. There were strapping sail-
s in every deep-water port to follow the fife and
um of the recruiting squad. The militia might
dbble about "rights," but all the sailors asked
is the weather gage of a British man-of-war,
aey had no patience with such spokesmen as
>siah Quincy, who said that Massachusetts would
>t go to war to contest the right of Great Britain

search American vessels for British seamen.
hey had neither forgotten nor forgiven the mortal
Front of 1807, when their frigate Chesapeake, fly-
g the broad pennant of Commodore James Bar-
to, refused to let the British Leopard board and
arch her, and was fired into without warning and
duced to submission, after twenty-one of the
merican crew had been killed or wounded.